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Sport-motor tests play an important role in football talent selections. However, single tests represent 
only parts of the complex game performance. The best game performance therefore does not 
necessarily need to go hand in hand with the best results in all tests of a test battery. Considering the 
complexity of the game performance appropriately, a holistic perspective together with a person-
oriented approach are applied. Thereby, systems consisting of several variables are identified and 
analysed in a longitudinal study. Following this idea, six sport-motor tests were aggregated into a 
subsystem. 106 young male elite football players were tested three times (2011, 2012, 2013; Mage, 
t2011=12.26, SD=0.29). One year later (2014) their performance level was enquired. Data were 
analysed using the LICUR method, a cluster analytical method. Four patterns were identified, which 
remained stable at all measuring points. The players frequently show intraindividual and structurally 
similar patterns over time. At the third measuring point, a pattern occurred out of which the players are 
significantly more likely to advance to the highest performance level one year later. This pattern 
appears consistently above average, but does not always show best test performances. The 
significantly frequent development along structurally stable patterns suggests a predictive validity of 
the subsystem sport-motor tests between the ages of 12 to 15. Above average, but not necessarily 
outstanding performances both in the motor abilities as well as in the football specific tests appears to 
be particularly promising. This finding emphasizes the need of a holistic perspective in the talent 
selection. 
